Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


AlJN0UI'IZ:'Z:7r :     Latest  information  on  Canaries,  their  care  and  management,  is 
what  we're  going  to  give  you  in  today's  PRIMER  FOR  T07JIJ  FARMERS.    This  information 
comes  direct  from  the  Biological  Survey,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  so  you 

can  depend  on  its  being  timely  and  trustworthy.     Station    takes  pleasure 

in  "broadcasting  this  special  chat  prepared  especially  for  canary  fanciers  among 
its  audience. 

 00O00  

That  singing,  gold-green  flash  in  your  cage  has  a  history! 

A  history  that  goes  "back  to  the  time  of  Columbus  and  before. 

Canaries  have  been  men's  and  especially  women's  pets  for  several 

hundred  years.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  canaries  were  household  pets  as  early  as 
1400. 

It  seems  probable  that  captive  canaries  were  first  brought  from  the  Canary 
Islands.    A  bird  known  as  the  wild  canary  is  still  found  in  some  of  these  islands. 
It  isn't  likely,  hovever ,  that  the  original  stock  that  came  from  the  Canary 
Islands  furnished  the  ancestors  of  all  our  tame  canaries .    The  serin  finch  prob- 
ably furnished  some .    This  finch  and  the  wild  canary  are  much  alike.    People  in 
middle  and  southern  Europe,  used  to  make  a  practice  of  catching  a  lot  of  wild 
birds,  and  it's  likely  that  the  serin  finch  was  caught  and  passed  for  a  wild 
canary.    Few  birdmen  could  tell  them  apart ,  anyhow . 

These  original  canaries  in  their  native  homes  -/ere  very  different  from 
their  modern,  purebred  descendants.    The  back  of  the  wild  bird  is  generally  gray, 
tinged  with  olive-green,  with  dark  shaft  streaks  on  the  feathers.    Underneath,  it 
is  yellowish,  streaked  on  sides  and  flanks  with  a  dusky  color.    The  wild  canaries 
live  in  vineyards,  thickets,  and  more  open  country  bordered  by  trees.  Sometimes 
great  flocks  are  found  together.    The  birds  eat  seeds  and  sometimes  figs  and  other 
small  fruits  in  season. 

Canaries  are  very  popular  little  birds.     Our  American  supply  comes  mainly 
from  Germany  and  England,  although,  during  the  iTar ,  we  imported  a  few  from  China. 
You  might  be  interested  to  know  that,  from  1905  to  1915,  three  and  one-quarter 
million  canaries  were  imported  into  the  United  States. 

No  bird  makes  a  more  popular  household  pet  than  the  canary.    He's  a  hardy, 
happy  little  fellow  who  has  few  needs,  requires  little  attention,  and  fully  pays 
for  his  keep  with  song  and  flashing  beauty  and  happy  ways.    He  seems  to  like  cage 
life. 

Canaries  are  kept  mainly  for  their  sweet  song.    The  idea  in  rearing  song 
canaries  is  to  produce  males  with  clear,  soft,  pleasing  songs  with  long  rolls 
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or  trills.    No  attention  is  paid  to  other  characters.     If  a  nondescript  bird  sings 
clearly  and  sweetly,  no  attention  is  paid  to  the  color.    Canary  "breeders  want  to 
get  males  that  are  good  singers  and  females  from  good  stock.    Of  course,  there  are 
"breeders  T.vho  are  in  the  business  of  producing  fancy  canaries,  bred  for  color  and 
what  is  called  position.    The  Belgian  and  Scotch  fancy  canaries  are  tv/o  of  the 
most  interesting  exhibition  types. 

Would  you  be  interested  to  know  how  young  canaries  are  trained  to  sing? 

Well,  the  young  birds  when  fledged,  are  put  into  rooms  with  males  that  are 
noted  for  their  soft,  sweet  song.    The  youngsters  get  their  first  vocal  lessons 
from  their  older  kind  and  soon  learn  to  imitate  their  elders.    The  keepers  watch 
them  closely,  and  if  any  youngster  develops  a  harsh  voice,  he  is  at  once  taken  out. 
It  seems  that  the  young  birds  might  try  to  imitate  him,  too.    Sometimes  a  mechanical 
device,  known  as  a  bird  o reran,  that  produces  liquid  trills,  is  used  to  train  the 
canary  youth.    The  song  of  this  bird  organ  is  enough  to  make  the  youngsters  turn 
pale  with  envy  and  their  attention  is  given  to  imitating  it.    The  room  where  the 
singing  lessons  are  going  on  is  often  darkened  so  as  to  train  the  young  singers  in 
modulation.    People  don't  want  their  canaries  to  sing  too  loudly.     In  about  six 
months  the  lessons  are  over  and  the  young  canaries  are  sold  at  fancy  prices.  They 
are  well  worth  their  price.    It's  a  common  practice  to  tesch  csnaries  some  simple 

strain  or  air.    About  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  repeat  the  air  often  enough  

whistling  it  or  playing  it  on  some  instrument. 

But  I  guess  you're  getting  impatient  for  me  to  get  down  to  the  matter  of 
taking  care  of  canaries. 

Let's  take  cages.    Canary  cages  should  be  chosen  with  an  eye  to  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  the  birds  that  are  to  live  in  them.    A  square  cage  is  better  than 
a  round  one  because  it  gives  the  birds  more  room  to  exercise.    "For  one  bird,  the 
cage  should  not  be  smaller  than  9-1/2  inches  long,  6-l/2  inches  wide,  and  9  inches 
high.    A  larger  size  would  be  better.    The  cage  should  be  made  of  wire  and  should 
have  containers  for  food  and  water.    A  fine-mesh  wire  screen  placed  along  the 
bottom  will  prevent  waste  of  feed.    There  should  be  perches.    Three  perches  are 
enough  for  a  small  cage,  and  they  should  be  placed  in  such  a  way  that  the  bird 
won't  strike  its  head  or  wings  while  flying  or  hopping  from  one  to  another.  Perches 
should  be  just  large  enough  for  the  toes  of  the  bird  to  grasp  them  readily.  If 
they're  too  big.  they'll  cause  malformed  toes  or  claws.     If  they're  too  small, 
they'll  cramp  the  foot.    Have  the  perches  just  right.    Breeding  cages  should  be 
considerably  larger  than  single  cages.    An  English  fancier  says  that  a  standard 
breeding  cage  should  be  22  inches  long,  12  inches  wide,  and' 16  inches  high. 

Keep  the  cages  clean.    You  can't  expect  to  get  music  from  a  foul  pen.  Then, 
too,  canaries  are  susceptible  to  certain  diseases,  and  unclean  cages  will  make  the 
birds  unhealthy  and  weaken  them.    Give  the  birds  a  fresh  supply  of  clean  water 
every  day.    Wash  both  water  and  food  containers  regularly  and  well.    The  removable 
bases  in  the  cages  should  be  washed  in  hot  water  now  and  then.    Cover  the  bottom 
of  the  cage  with  several  thicknesses  of  paper  or  the  heavy  sand  paper  that  bird- 
supply  houses  carry.    Whether  the  bottom  of  the  cage  is  a: sand  tray  or  sand  paper, 
see  that  it's  clean  and  fresh. 

Canaries  can  endure  a  lot  of  cold,  but  they  shouldn't  have  to.  Sudden 
changes  in  temperature  and  cold  drafts  may  prove  fatal.    ITever  put  the  cage  where 
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it's  exposed  to  a  strong  draft  of  cold  air.    The  cage  nay  be  wisely  placed  on  a 
small  shelf  along  the  wall  or  suspended  from  a  bracke  t  attached  to  the  wall  or  the 
window  casing.     It's  a  fine  practice  to  suspend  the  cage  in  front  of  a  window,  where 

the  birds  will  get  plenty  of  light  and  sunshine        but  see  that  the  window's  closed 

during  cool  and  stormy  weather.    Canaries  should  have  a  fairly  even  temperature  at 
all  times.    If  the  room  gets  cold  at  night,  cover  the  canary  cage  with  a  towel  or 
some  other  light  cloth. 

How  should  I  feed  my  canary?    someone  asks. 

Well,  canaries  don't  require  a  fancy  menu.    Their  food  requirements  are  few 
and  simple,    Canary  seed,  to  which  a  little  summer  rape  seed  and  hemp  have  been 
added,  is  a  staple  diet  for  the  birds.    Most  housewives  buy  this  feed  in  small 
quantities,  ready-mixed  for  their  pets.    Canary  seed  al one  isn't  enough  for  the 
birds,  but  if  you'll  add  that  small  quantity  of  summer-  rape  and  hemp  seed,  you'll 
have  a  diet  that  fits  the  canaries  to  a  T .    The  seed  is  fed  in  little  cups  fastened 
to  the  side  of  the  cage. 

In  addition  to  the  seed,  supply  the  canaries  with  a  bit  of  lettuce  or  a  small 
piece  of  apple  frequently.    Place  this  green  feed  between  the  wires  of  the  cage, 
'.hen  you  can  get  them,  it's  a  good  idea  to  give  the  canaries  a  treat  in  the  form  of 
a  little  chickweed,  dandelion  heads,  thistle,  and  plantain  seeds,     watercress,  wild 
oats,  knot  grass,  and  other  grasses  are  also  relished,  especially  early  in  spring 
and  in  summer.     It  isn't  a  bad  idea  to  vary  the  menu  occasionally  with  a  little 
bread,  moistened  in  scalded  milk.    Feed  this  cold  and  not  very  wet.    If  you  feed 
your  canaries  wet  food,  see  that  it  isn't  in  the  form  of  a  paste  or  a  runny  mass, 
.also  be  sure  that  all  feed  is  clean  and  fresh.    Hemp  seed  is  fattening  and  should 
be  fed  in  small  quantities.     If  the  birds  aren't  doing  well,  crack  open  a  few  of 
the  seeds  to  make  sure  that  you're  not  supplying  hulls  only.    When  canaries  stop 
singing  from  the  effects  of  over-feeding,  better  give  them  some  of  the  stimulating 
feeds  known  a.s  song  restorers. 

When  the  birds  are  molting,  add  a  bit  of  linseed  to  their  food.    But  feed 
linseed  in  small  quantities.     It's  harmful  when  you  feed  too  much.     Once  in  a  while  , 
the  canary  Will  want  some  animal  food.     C-i*re  it  a  bit  of  raw  steak.    There's  a  lot 
more  to  be  known  about  feeding  canaries,  but  we're  going  to  tell  you  where  to  get 
full  information  at  the  end  of  this  talk. 

And  by  the  way.  don't  forget  to  supply  the  birds  with  bath  water  every  day. 
Canaries  don't  wait  for  Saturday,  you  know.    They  bathe  daily.    Most  persons  put  a 
dish  of  water  into  the  cage,  or  remove  the  sliding  bottom  and  place  the  cage  over  a 
small  dish  containing  water. 

Our  time  is  up  and  we  won't  be  able  to  go  into  the  interesting  and  technical 
matter  of  color  feeding.    This  is  an  interesting  practice  that  the  experts  use  to 
deepen  or  intensify  the  color  of  their  birds  by  choosing  certain  foods.    Nor  will  we 
have  time  to  take  up  special  care  of  canaries  during  the  molt.    But  you'll  find 
information  on  these  matters  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  Number  1-3-2-7,  Canaries,  Their 
Care  and  Management . 

■AITITQUITCE; Slir :     The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  publishes  the  bulletin  on 
canaries.    You  can  get  a  free  copy  by  writing  this  Station,  or  direct  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington.    And  don't  forget,  there'll  be  another 
timely  PREFER  FOR  TOWN  FARMERS  broadcast  next  Thursday  at  this  hour. 
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AMIT0U17CBMSM :     Some  of  those  who  follow  Uncle  Sam's  FRlfflBR  FOR  TOWN  FARMERS  are 
sending  in  questions  of  their  own.    The  PRIMER  man  has  had  these  questions 
answered  "by  specialists  in  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  and  is  putting  them 

on  the  air,  through  Station  ,  today.    Some  of  the  answers  will  surely 

interest  you,  so  stand  "by. 


 ooOoo  

Here's  a  good,  timely  question  right  on  top  of  the  pile.    A  Town  Farmer 
friend  of  ours  wants  some  hints  on  operating  a  furnace  for  best  results. 

Here  are  a  few.    In  mild  weather,  let  an  accumulation  of  ashes  remain  in 
the  grate.    Never  leave  ashes  under  the  grate  in  the  ash  pit.  however,  "but  clean 
them  out  immediately  after  shaking.    The  ash  pit  is  made  large  enough  so  that  the 
right  amount  of  air  will  pass  through,  it  to  burn  the  fuel  properly  and  at  the 
same  time  keep  the  grate  "oars  cool  enough.    If  you  let  the  ashes  collect  in  the 
ash  pit,  they'll  hinder  proper  air  circulation,  interfere  with  combustion,  and 
cause  damage  to  the  grate.    The  grate  "bars  will  melt  if  too  little  air  gets  through 
the  ash  pit . 

Another  thing.    Never  shako  a  fire  down  until  it  has  had  time  to  catch. 
V.hen  you  attend  to  the  fire  first  thing  in  the  morning,  it's  a  good  idea  to  open 
the  smoke-pipe  draft  damper  and  the  ash  pit  draft  damper.    Then  throw  on  a  little 

fresh  coal  and  let  it  catch  well.    77hen  the  coal  is  glowing  or,  if  you  are  in  a 

hurry,  after  the  blue  flames  have  stopped  flickering  through  the  fresh  coal  

shake  the  grate  back  and  forth  with  a  short,  quick  movement.    Don't  turn  the  grates 
completely  over  unless  it's  necessary  to  do  so  to  take  out  large  clinkers.  As 
soon  as  the  first  bright  spot  is  seen  through  the  grate,  stop  shaking  and  clean 
the  ashes  out.    Sprinkle  them  before  you  handle  them.    A  small  watering  pot  kept 
in  a  handy  place  near  the  furnace  helps  to  keep  the  dust  down. 

Don't  keep  disturbing  the  fire  by  poking  it  and  shaking  it  when  it  will 
catch  up  and  burn  properly  without  help. 

By  the  way,  there's  an  excellent  bulletin  available,  right  on  this  subject 
of  care  of  furnaces.    The  number  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  1-1-9-4,    It's  called 
Operating;  a  Home  Heating  Plant.    The  bulletin  is  free. 

A  housewife  tells  us  that  she  noticed  some  smooth,  cream-like  honey  in  the 
window  of  a  grocery-man  the  other  day  and  greatly  admired  its  rich,  mellow  ap- 
pearance.   She  says  that  her  honey  has  become  white  and  granulated.    ITow  it  seems 
that  her  husband  is  ver-f  fond  of  the  creamy  sweet  and  she  wants  to  know  if  there 
isn't  some  magic  trick  that  will  turn  her  granulated  honey  into  the  grocery  kind. 


The  trick  is  very  simple,  madam.    Simply  place  the  can  containing  your  honey 
in  hot  water  and  let  it  stay  there  until  the  honey  becomes  liquid  once  more. 
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Don't  have  the  water  "boiling,  though.  It's  said  that  heat  above  160  degrees  will 
change  the  color  and  flavor  of  honey. 

By  the  way,  when  the  honey  is  ready,  you  might  invite  us  tc  call -on  you. 

The  holidays  will  soon  be  here  and  we  know  that  the  kiddies  will  be  inter- 
ested to  hear  the  best  way  to  pop  corn.    Don't  get  impatient  and  try  to  pop  too 
much  corn  at  once .     we  always  did  that,  we  remember,  and  as  a  result  we  got  a 
lot  of  burned  corn  in  the  popper.    Also  a  lot  that  didn't  pop.    Don't  put  in  more 
than  enough  corn  barely  to  cover  the  bottom  of  the  popper  one  kernel  deep.  Then 
hold  the  popper  high  enough  above  the  fire  to  keep  the  corn  from  scorchirg.  The 
right  degree  of  heat  for  best  results  should  make  the  corn  ^op  in  from  1-1/2  to 
2  minutes.  •  ' 


-.Then  you  store  pop  corn,  don't  put  it  into  a  heated  room.    We  used  to  hang 
the  ears  up  m  the  attic.    Mice  won't  be  likely  to  bother  it  there. 

Pop  corn  reminds  us  of  apples.    Red  apples  with  cheeks  like  blushing  maidens, 
uur  apple  expert  says  that  most  folks  prefer  red  apples  to  green  or  yellow.  Per- 
haps they  think  that  green  or  yellow  apples  aren't  hardly  ripe  yet.    Perhaps  not. 
t  *Lale  **cePtl0ns  t0         rule  of  course.    Many  people  prefer  the  Grimes  Golden 
and  Rhode  Island  Greening  to  any  red  apple  on  the  market. 

It's  a  long  jump  from  apples  to  carpet  beetles,  but  a  housewife  wants  to 
know  how  she  can  rid  her  house  of  these  insect  pests.     She  says  they  have  become 
particularly  fond  of  her  upholstered  furniture. 

f„,  v    There  are  tW0  ways>     If  the  car?et  beetles  are  found  in  tight  chests  and 
trunks  you  can  get  rid  of  them  by  using  naph-tha-lene  crystals,  crystals  of  camphor, 
or  by  fumigating  with  carbon  di-sul-phide  or  carbon  tetra-chlo-ride .     If  the  stout 

little,  oval,  reddish-brown,  hairy  beetles  are  found  all  over  the  house   and 

sometimes  they  are—  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  fumigate  with  sulphur.    Ho  matter 
what  fumigants  you  use,  though,  an  expert  should  do  the  work.    Fumigants  are 
dangerous  to  human  beings  as  well  as  carpet  beetles.     Other  ways  of  controlling 
this  insect  pest  are  found  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  Number  1-3-4-6.     Send  for  a  free 
copy. 

Do  you  know  that  rats  will  gnaw  the  heads  of  matches  and  start  fires  that 
way?    Do  you  know  that  rats  will  gnaw  into  lead  pipes  and  make  leaks  in  the 
plumbing  arid  gas  mains?    Do  you  know  that  rats  will  eat  through  leather  goods, 
clothing,  bedding,  and  food  of  all  sorts?    You  should  know  these  things  and  then 
get  busy  and  clean  the  rats  out  of  your  premises.    A  starved  rat,  you  >pow, 
produces  smaller  and  fewer  litters,  and  will  not  stay  long  in  a  place  where  food 
is  scarce  and  hard  to  get.    Better  make  it  hard  for  rats  to  get  along  at  your 
place  and  thus  protect  yourself  and  your  goods  from  this  menace. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  1-3-0-2  tells  you  how. 

Another  lady  wants  to  know  how  she  can  get  rid  of  roaches.    She  says  her 
vhouse  is  infested  with  them. 

_    Roaches  won't  make  their  home  in  a  room  unless  there's  food  handy'.    You  can 
eliminate  the  roach  nuisance  in  your  kitchen  and  living  room  if  you'll  take  care 
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that  all  available  food  material  is  either  kept  out  of  that  room  or  else  placed  in 
tight  drawers  where  no  attractive  odor  will  "be  left.    In  pantries  and  kitchens, 
where  food  must  be  kept,  roaches  won't  seriously  annoy  you  if  you  store  the  food 
in  insect-proof  containers  or  ice  boxes.    Keep  the  place  scrupulously  clean. 
Farmers'  Bulletin  Number  6-5-8  tells  other  ways  of  controlling  roaches. 

Farmers1  Bulletin  Number  7-4-0  tells  how  to  get  rid  of  house  ants,  Mrs. 
A.N.S.    You  may  get  a  free  copy  by  sending  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
at  Washington,  D.  C . 

The  other  day  I  happened  to  be  in  a  small  shop  when  a  lady  came  in  and 
asked  for  some  canary  seed.    Now  I've  always  been  curious  to  know  just  what  this 
canary  seed  mixture  contains,  so  I  asked  the  proprietor.  .  Ke  told  me  that  the 
mixture  contains  canary  seed,  rape  seed,  and  hemp  seed,  as  a  rule.    He  said  that 
this  is  the  staple  mixture  and  is  usually  bought  ready-mixed.    The  canny  fancier 
also  supplies  his  canaries  with  a  bit  of  apple  or  lettuce  placed  between  the  wires 
of  the  cage.     I  asked  the  proprietor  what  other  seeds  canaries  like  and  he  smiled 
and  said  that  they  like  chickweed,  dandelion  seed,  thistle,  plantain,  wild  oats, 
water  cress,  knot  grass,  and  a  dozen  other  seeds  and  bits  of  plants.    Well,  there's 
an  art  in  everything  and  much  to  be  learned  in  each  occupation,  thought  I. 

Just  as  a  reminder.    Have  you  rolled  up  the  garden  hose  and  stored  it  in 
the  garage?    It  will  cost  less  to  save  the  hose  than  to  buy  new  hose  in  the  spring. 
Have  you  cleaned  the  leaves  out  of  the  gutters  along  the  roof?    Have  you  turned 
the  water  off  in  the  outdoor  hydrants  and  spigots?    Winter's  coming  on  and  these 
things  should  be  done . 

Here's  an  idea.    Plant  your  window  boxes  to  dwarf  evergreens.    They  will 
give  your  windows  and  your  whole  house  a  cheery  appearance  through  the  winter. 
The  dwarf  evergreens  are  generally  planted  in  the  boxes  as  soon  as  cold  weather 
sets  in  and  then  transplanted  in  the  garden  in  the  spring.     In  this  way,  they  do 
double  duty. 

In  closing,  we'd  like  to  remind  our  radio  audience  that  we  shall  be  glad 
to  answer  any  questions  that  have  to  do  with  gardening,  home  beautif ication,  and 
related  subjects.    Your  questions  are  answered  by  specialists  in  the  various 
offices  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     Send  the  questions  in  to  this  station 
or  direct  to  the  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

#  #  #  # 
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Ai'flflOUNCEMENT :  Do  you  like  cats?    No,  not  back-fence  night  prowlers.  We 
mean  real  friendly  cats  that  love  their  homes  and  their  friends.    Anyhow  Uncle 
Sam  is  releasing  a  cat  chat  today  as  the  special  feature  of  his  radio  PRIMER 
FOR  TOWN  FARMERS,     There's  information  here,  and  a  little  bit  of  history. 
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For  many  years  we  thought  that  the  old  saying,  Wind  the  clock  and  put 
the  cat  out,  was  pretty  good  advice,    iie  followed  it  religiously.    We've  been 
told  however,  that  this  is  all  wrong.     It's  a  good  idea  to  wind  the  clock,  all 
right,  but  the  cat  should  be  kept  in  the  house  at  night. 

Speaking  of  cats  always  reminds  us  of  Josh  Billings'  famous  joke.  It 
seems  that  Josh  had  a  cat.    A  very  dignified  cat.     So  Josh  named  him  William. 
Not  Willie,  or  Billie,  or  Bill.    A  dignified  name  like  William  just  suited  Mr. 
Billings  dignified  cat. 

Well,  William  grew  old  and  Josh  changed  his  name. 

"Poor  old  man",  said  Josh  Billings  to  a  friend  (referring  to  his  cot), 
"he  has  fits  now;  so  I  call  him  Fitzwilliam. " 

A  friend  of  ours  has  a  beautiful  tortoise-shell,  long-haired  cat.  He 
calls  it  Waffles.  This  friend's  friend  also  has  a  cat.    An  interesting  cat, 
but  not  very  beautiful.    He  calls  his  cat  Pancakes. 

Even  the  ancient  Egyptians  liked  cats.  They  even  used  them  for  hunting, 
if  we  can  trust  the  writers  on  early  Egypt—  and  I  guess  we  can.    An  eld  Egyp- 
tian painting  shows  a  cat  swimming  into  the  waters  of  the  marshes  along  the 
Nile  to  retrieve  some  water  fowl  its  roaster  has  brought  down. 

Cats  have  been  great  favorites  of  quite  a  number  of  poets.  Swinburne 

wrote  J 


and  so  on. 


^'Wild  on  woodland  ways  your  sires 
Flashed  like  fires; 
Fair  as  flame  and  fierce  and  fleet- 
As  with  wings  on  wingless  feet 
Shone  and  sprang  your  mothers  free..." 


Taking  a  jump  to  the  present,  we  understand  that  the  United  States 
Government  appropriates  money  to  keep  cats  in  post  offices.  The  cats  keei 
the  offices  free  from  rats  and  nice. 
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I  didn't  understand  all  this  until  I  got  to  talkjjig  v/ith  a  friend  the 
other  day.    Oh,  we've  always  had  a  cat  around  the  house,   I  guess,  out  I  hadn't 
paid  much  attention  to  it.     Sort  of  taken  it  for  granted.    But  one  day  we  found 

wo  had  quite  a  flock  of  cats  around  the  house        more  than  we  needed,  in  fact. 

So  we  decided  to  let  one  or  two  of  the  kittens  go. 

"Better  give  two  or  three  of  them  away",  my  wife  said.     "Two  cats  should 
be  enough  for  us". 

Walking  down  the  sunny  street,  with  the  two  kittens  under  my  arm,  I  met 
Jones,  the  friend  I  spoke  of, 

"Where  you  taking  the  kits?"  Smith  asked. 

"I'm  not  quite  sure",  said  I.     "Do  you  waat  'em?" 

"Yes,  I'll  take  them  if  you  want  to  give  them  away. 

Then  I  found  cut  that  cats  are  Jones'  hobby* 

"You  know",  he  said,  as  he  gently  tickled  one  of  the  kittens  behind  the 
ear,  "folks  have  a  lot  of  strange  notions  about  cats.    Used  to  think  that  they're 
the  witches'  best  friend.    Witches,  jack-c-lanterns,  and  black  cats  are  the  signs 
of  Hallowe'en  to  this  day. 

"Cats  are  among  the  best-liked  and  least-undo rst. od  of  all  animals,  Some 
folks  would  spend  their  last  dime  to  buy  catnip.    My  wife,  for  example.  The 
Egyptians  worshipped  them,  built  ^reat  temples  in  the  honor  of  cats.    Mark  Twain, 
the  writer,  was  often  photographed  with  his  favorite  cat.     Victor  Hugo,  another 

great  author,  once  said  'God  made  the  cat  in  order  that  man  might  have  the 

pleasure  of  caressing  the  tiger'". 

I  thought  it  was  about  time  for  me  to  soy  something  intelligent.  "I 
thought  there  were  only  two  kinds  of  cats:  black  cats  and  torn  cats",  said  I. 

Jones  laughed.     "Oh,  there  are  many  varieties",  he  said.     "And  seme  of 
them  are  strange  and  some  very  beautiful.    The  Manx  cat  is  tailless.     You  won't 
find  many  cats  like  the  Royal  Siamese,  either.    Australian  cats  are  very  rare. 
The  Abyssinian  cat  looks  something  like  a  wild  rabbit.    Mexican  cats  are  hair- 
less.   The  Russian  cat  is  blue.    And  then  there  are  the  more  familiar  kinds, 
such  as  the  long-haired  cats,  commonly  referred  to  as  "Persian"  or  "Angora," 
and  the  common  short-haired  tabby  that  is  familiar  to  everyone." 

""what  makes  the  best  food  for  cats?"  I  broke  in. 

Jones  didn't  hesitate.  "Meat",  he  said.     "Cats  are  natural  meat  eaters. 
Beef,  mutton,- and  rabbit  meat  are  good.    The  English  recommend  cooked  horse 
meat,     Kittens  like  chicken  and  duck  heads.     That's  what  these  little  fellows 
are  going  to  get  when  I  get  home". 

"Isn't  milk  good  for  cats?"  I  asked. 

"A  little  milk  is  all  right",  Jones  said- —  "but  a  small  quantity  of  cream 
is  much  better  than  a  lot  of  milk.     Too  much  milk  is  bad  for  cats —  it  causes. 
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aiarraea.    Large  quantities  of  vegetable  aren't  good  fcr  then,  cither,  although 
a  little  spinach  is  healthful  if  the  cats  will  eat  it.    Small  quantities  of 

clean  table  scraps  make  good  cat  feed,  toe         if  there's  plenty  of  meat  mixed 

in.    And  be  sure  that  your  cat  gets  grass  regularly." 

Jones  had  mo  interested  in  spite  of  myself.     "How  often  should  you  feed 
the  cat?"  I  asked. 

"On©  meal  of  meat  a  day  is  plenty",  Jones  replied*    "During  hot  weather, 

the  experts  advise  feeding  the  meat  in  the  evening        when  it's  cooler.  You 

could  give  the  cat  a  raw  egg  or  a  drink  of  milk  in  the  morning.    ITcver  feed  too 
much.    Cats  are  temperate.    And  don't  make  it  necessary  for  the  house  cat  to 
forage  in  the  back  alley  or  in  the  trees  for  food.    3y  the  nay,  shin  bone  meat 
is  good  for  cats.     It's  better  than  round  steak." 

"Do  you  feed  the  kittens  the  same  as  the  old  cats?"  was  my  next  question. 

"Hardly.    Let  the  kittens  work  up  gradually  f  rom  their  milk  diet.  Begin 
feeding  meat  as  s    n  as  the  kits  have  their  teeth.    A  small  portion  of  scraped 
or  finely-ground  meat  is  enough  to  start  on.    Feed  just  enough  so  that  the 
kittens  will  always  eat  their  share  hungrily.    Feed  twice  a  day.    Have  regular 

times  for  feeding.    Never  give  the  kittens        or  the  old  cats,  either  

tainted  meat,  spoiled  food,  or  carrion.    They  might  get  ptomaine  poisoning". 

I  was  making  a  mental   note  of  Jones'  suggestions. 

"7/hat  do  you  do  with  the  housecat  at  night?"  I  wanted  to  know.  "That's 
.  been  something,  of  a  problem  in  our  neighborhood". 

"Folks  would  like  cats  better  if  they  didn't  let  them  roam  around  in  the 
back  yards  at  night",  said  Jones.     "It  would  be  quieter  too.     You  really  ought 
to  bring  the  cat  IN  at  night,  rather  than  turning  it  Out  of  the  house.  Teach 
your  cat  to  come  home  for  the  evening  meal,  every  evening.    Then  keep  it  in  for 
the  rest  of  the  night.     If  your  cat  hasn't  been  in  the  habit  of  prowling  around 
at  night,  it  won't  want  to.     If  you're  tired  of  pussy  and  w-ant  to  get  rid  of 

her,  turn  her  over  to  the  rescue  home        not  out  into  the  street.  Furthermore, 

if  you  feed  your  cat  enough,  it  won't  be  so  anxious  to  kill  birds.    Never  turn 
a  cat  loose  in  the  spring  which  is  young  bird  season.   'A  cat  isn't  a  thief 
that  must  live  by  what  it  catches',  someone  said. 

"Then,  don't  let  the  children  tease  the  cat.    That's  only  educating  the 
child  in  ways  of  selfishness  and  lack  of  sympathy  for  suffering", 

"What  do  you  do  when  your  cat  catches  a  cold?"  I  asked, 

"This  is  what  I  do.    Give  the  cat  one-half  teaspo.vnf  ul  of  cod  liver  oil 
with  one-fourth  of  a  teaspoonful  of  sulphur  stirred  into  it.    Then  keep  the  cat 
out  of  drafts.     Give  a " teaspoonful  of  a  mixture  containing  white  of  an  egg  and 
oil,  for  nourishment,  every  hour.     Keep  the  cat  warm.     Give  it  plenty  of  fresh 
air.     And  the  fewer  drugs  the  better.     Don't  coddle  your  cat.     Give  it  all  the 
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liberty  possible  see  that  it  gets  plenty  of  clean  food,  sunlight,  and  fresh 

air,  and  it  won't  be  troubled  with  disease  to  speak  of". 

"Our  cat's  rather  hard  to  handle",  said  I.     "It  scratches  and  has  a  bad 
temper.    Isn't  that  a  trait  of  most  cats?" 

Jones  said  that  he  hadn't  found  it  so  with  his  own.     He  told  ne  that  the 
cat  is  generally  considered  rather  a  patient  animal  and  a  lover  of  peace, 
"A  cat's  disposition  is  often  similar  to  its  owner's",  Jones  suggested  slyly. 

That  set  me  to  thinking. 

Jones  continued.     "But  cats  are  a  lot  like  people",  he  said.     "One  cat 
may  be  much  more  sensible  and  affectionate  than  another  one.    Most  cats  will 
catch  birds,  for  example,  if  you  give  them  a  chance.    But  many  people  will  do 
things  that  they  shouldn't,  too.    Birds  should  be  protected  from  cats  because 
both  are  true  friends  of  man.    Cats  are  home  lovers.    They  often  grow  very  fond 
of  a  person  and  become  unhappy  when  separated  f  rom.  him.     I  suppose  cats  are 
among  the  most  sensitive  of  all  animals.     They  know  when  a  person  likes  them. 
They  also  know  when  a  person  doesn't  like  them,  and  stay  away  from  that  one." 

"I've  noticed  that",  said  I,  as  I  watched  the  kittens  playing  with  Jones. 

"Oh,  the  little  rascals  know  their  friends  when  they  find  them",  Jones 

added. 

I  thought  this  was  about  enough  to  think  about  for  a  day  or  so.  So  I 
told  Jones  good  day.  He  took  his  kittens  and  walked  down  the  street.  I  went 
back  home,  buying  some  especially  fine  meat  for  our  cat,  on  the  way. 
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AIRTQUNCEMEiJT :  Next  Thursday  at  this  hour,  Station  will  broadcast 

another  PRIMER  FOR  TOWN  FARMERS  prepared  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture.   Vie  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  you  think  of  the" PRIMER  or  to  answer 
any  questions  that  may  come  to  your  mind  as  a  result  of  listening  to  these 
programs. 
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Thursday,  Dec.  22. 
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Ayi'IOUflCEMETT :     What  about  a  Family  Budget  in  1328?    Did  you  keep  one  in  1927? 
It's  about  time  to  be  thinking  of  plans  for  next  year.    Uncle  Sam1  s  PRIMER  FOR 
TOOT  FARMERS  for  today  reports  a  conversation  between  a  father  and  mother  who 
are  planning  for  a  Home  Budget  for  the  coming  year.     In  case  you  plan  one  your- 
self, you'll  doubtless  be  interested  in  today's  chat. 

— ooOoo™ 

It  was  10  p.m.    The  children  were  all  in  bed,  dreaming  of  Christmas  only 
a  few  days  'away.    Father  and  mother  were  downstairs,  sitting  before  the  fire, 
talking  things  over.     Let's  listen  in  on  them.     They  won't  mind. 

"Did  you  get  a  Christmas  tree  today,  Will?"  asked  mother. 

"It  cost  me  75  cents",  said  father.     "I  remember  when  we  cut  our  own 
trees  and  sold  enough  extra  ones  at  a  quarter  each  to  pay  for  a  present  for  our 
best  girl". 

"Did  you  order  the  turkey?"  mother  continued  mildly. 

"I  did",  said  father.     "It's  going  to  set  me  back  t 
I  remember  11 


once  oi  a  nc-; 


I'other  cut  into  father's  reminiscent 


n  time 


,  sne  said 


with  a  sigh  of  relief,  "I'm  glad  all  the  presents  are  bought". 

"I  wish  Santa  Claus  had  them  paid  for",  said  father. 

"Now,  Will,  remember  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year  :l 

"•That's  right,  mother",  said  father,  "that's  right  and  I  don't  begrudge 
a  cent  of  what  it  costs.     I  just  haven't  the  heart  to  disappoint  the  kiddies. 
And  I  don't  want  to  disappoint  you.     Don't  know  what  we'd  do  with  you  :i 

Mother  headed  dad  off  again,  A  practical  woman,  mother.  "The  Jones  arc 
going  to  keep  a  budget  next  year",  said  she.  "And  they're  going  to  set  aside  a 
certain  amount  for  a  Christmas  Fund". 

"A  mighty  good  idea",  said  father.  "In  fact,  mother,  I've  been  thinking 
about  doing  the  same  thing  in  192S.  Let's  talk  it  over  right  now.  "ait  till  I 
put  another  chunk  of  that  maple  on  the  fire". 

When  the  fire  was  blazing  merrily  away,  dad  returned  to  his  chair,  He 
fished  into  a  deep  pocket  where  the  kiddies  had  learned  he  kept  all  sorts  of 
interesting  things,  "and  brought  out  a  small  folded  pamphlet. 
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"Here's  a  little  circular  I  sent  for  a  few  days  ago",  he  said.  "It's 
Miscellaneous  Circular  Number  68,  published  by  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  it  deals  with  planning  the  family  expenditures.     I've  been 
reading  it  every  chance  I  get.     It  makes  good  reading". 

Mother  settled  back  in  her  chair.     "What  does  it  say,  ".'."ill?"  she  asked. 

"This  is  how  it  begins",  said  Will.     He  began  reading  "     'The  home- 
makers  of  the  United  States  as  a  group  manage  one  of  our  largest  business  under- 
takings and  direct  the  spending  of  many  millions  of  dollars  annually.     'That  can 
they  learn  from  the  business  world?    How  can  they  improve  their  business  methods? 
First,  and  basic  to  all  other  improvements,  they  can  make  a  plan  for  spending 
the  family  income  to  the  best  advantage.     Tnis  would  mean  not  only  better  house- 
hold management  but  also,  perhaps,  a  margin  for  expenditures  on  the  worth-while 
things  of  life,  and  money  for  lab or- saving  devices  which  would  give  the  home- 
maker  mere  time  for  the  children,  for  reading,  and  for  community  activities!" 

"That's  right",  said  mother. 

"Of  course",  said  father,  "a  budget  is  a  plan  for  future  spending  and 
there's  no  such  thing  as  a  s t andar d  budge t .    You  can't  go  out  and  pick  them  up 
like  you  buy  half  a  dozen  socks.     There's  no  one  best  budget  for  all  families. 
It  will  help  to  talk  budgets  over  with  families  who  keep  them,  and  to  compare 
your  own  budget  with  other  sxiccessful  ones,  but  it  says  here  that  each  family 
must  make  its  own  budget  for  each  family  has  its  own  particular  needs,  its  own 
aims  and  hopes,  its  own  difficulties  and  responsibilities". 

"That's  right",  mother  repeated.     She  was  letting  father  do  all  the 
talking. 

"You  see,  Marie,"  said  father,  "I've  been  studying  this  thing  out.  I've 
decided  that  we're  going  to  keep  a  budget  next  year  ourselves.  We  must  get  the 
whole  family  interested.    You're  interested,  aren't  you  Marie?" 

Mother  assured  her  husband  that  she  was  keenly  interested  in  keeping  a. 
family  budget  in  1928.     Go  father  went  on  

"Now,  first  of  all",  he  said,  "you've  got  to  know  how  much  money  you 
have  to  spend.     A  family  can't  spend  very  well  without  they  have  an  income". 

"Well",  said  mother,   "I've  know  some  that  try", 

Father  smiled.     "Anyhow",  he  said,  "the  circular  says  that  you  have  to 
have  an  income  before  you  can  have  a  budget.     First,  estimate  your  income.  Write 
down  all  the  sums  of  money  you're  fairly  sure  of  receiving  duringi^next  12  months. 
The  next  step's  harder.     List  all  the  articles  and  services  that  your  family 
is  likely  to  need  during  the  coming  year.     The  circular  says  to  do  this  sys- 
tematically.    Cover  one  class  of  expenditures  at  a  time.     Start  with  food. 
If  you  don't  know  how  much  you've  been  spending  for  food,  check  on  the  matter 
for  a  couple  of  weeks". 

"I  know  how  much  we're  spending  for  food",  said  mother  calmly. 
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"Good",  said  father.     "That  mai.es  it  simpler,     The  "budget  must  also 

provide  for  housing  costs        taxes,  water  costs,  repairs  and  improvements,  fire 

insurance,  interest  on  a  mortgage  and  payments  on  principle  should  go  into 
the  budget.     If  you  live  in  the  city,  the  circular  says,  one  item,  rent,  will 
cover  housing  costs.     If  you  own  your  city  home,  however,  list  taxes,  and 
so  on  under  the  item  of  housing  costs. 

"Next  list  the  expenditures  for  fuel,  light,  telephone,  laundry,  paid 
service,  household  supplies,  and  all  the .many  little  things  you'll  need  to  run 
a  home.     Then  there'll  bj  expenditures  for  health,  dentist,  doctor,  medicine 
and  such  items.     The  family  needs  some  recreation,  of  course,     The  budget  should 
provide  for  expenditures  for  amusements.    Books  and  newspapers  will  be  needed. 
You  will  want  to  contribute  something  to  charity,  to  the  community  chest,  the 
church.     The  circular  tells  in  detail  how  to  put  all  these  things  down.  Then, 
of  course,  there's  the  automobile.    Estimates  of  what  the  car  will  cost  each 
month  must  be  put  down  in  the  budget. 

"You  must  look  into  the  future  in  planning  a  budget",  father  continued. 
We  want  to  own  this  home  someday,  don't  we?    We  want  money  in  the  savings 
bank;  we  want  investments;  we  want  to  feel  a  bit  more  safe  than  we  feel  now* 
Well,  we'll  put  expenditures  for  those  things  in  our  budget  too". 

"So  many  things  to  come  out  of  one  little  income",  said  mother.  "It 
sort  of  frightens  me". 

"Well",  said  father,   "we  have  the  expenses  anyhow.     If  we  list  them 
all  and  follow  our  budget,  we'll  be  able  to  put  that  money  into  investments 

easier.     In  other  words,  we  must  do  just  what  every  successful  business  does  

follow  a  financial  plan,  a  budget.     When  we  find  oar  mistakes        when  we  find 

ways  to  improve  our  budget  in  the  future         we'll  correct  the  errors  and 

follow  the  best  methods.     The  circular  also  says  that  the  record  of  expendi- 
tures isn't  a  formal  account  book.     It  says  not  to  waste  time  accounting  for 
every  penny.     It's  not  how  much  money  you  have  spent,  out  how  you  spend  it  and 
what  you  get  for  it,  that  counts.     The  object  is  not  a  set  of  balanced  books, 
the  circular  says,  but  information  as  to  where  the  money  has  gone.     You  want 
to  find  out  how  you  can  spend  next  month's  and  next  year's  salary  to  better 
advantage" . 

Mother  put  in  a  question  at  this  point.     "I  wonder  why  so  few  homemakers 
have  budgeted  their  incomes  and  expenditures",  she  said. 

"Maybe  it's  because  they  haven't  figured  that  running  a  home  is  a 
business",  father  said.     "Then,  too,  they  may  have  felt  that  discussions  of 
money  matters  shouldn't  come  up  in  the  home.     Money  matters  will  take  their 
proper  place  in  the  background  of  family  life  when  they're  well  handled,  the 
circular  says". 

"Mrs.  Brown  says  they  don't  keep  a  budget  because  neither  she  nor  Mr, 
Brown  is  good  at  figures",  said  mother. 

"You  hear  that  quite  often",  said  father.     "But  it  seems  to  me  that 
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figures  aren't  the  important  tiling  in  a  budget.     It'?  not  a  matter  of  addition 
and  subtraction.    A  "budget's  a  ratter  of  deciding  on  what  type,  quantity, 
and  quality  of  articles  and  services  the  family  income  should  "be  spant  for, 
I  don't  thin1:  it's  the  figures  that  must  folks  dislike,     I  think  they're  re- 
luctant to  discipline  themse-lvos  a  bit.     They  aon't  want  to  live  vp  to  a  stan- 
dard and  they  don't  want  to  "be  careful  with  the  pennies," 

Mother  said  that  she  couldn't  see  how  it  would  be  such  a  hardship  to 
be  careful  with  pennies  if  that  would  make  it  possible  to  enjoy  mora  of  the 
import ent  things  later. 

"Anyhow,  we'll  try  it  "beginning  January  1st,  1C28" ,  said  father  as  he 
arose  from  his  chair  and  began  to  make  his  bed-time  preparations. 

"Let's  start  tomorrow",  said  mother.     "I  can't  see  ^ny  reason  to  wait* 
We  could  get  the  plan  worked  out  and  have  the  records  ready,  anyhow.  Then 
everything  would  be  in  shape  to  begin" . 

"Sight,  as  usual",  said  father  as  he  banked  up  the  fire. 

 ooCoo  

ANNOUNCEMENT :    Perhaps  you,  too,  would  like  a  copy  of  the  circular  father  has 
studied  so  carefully.    Vv'rite  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. ,  and  ask  for  Miscellaneous  Circular  lumber  68,  Planning  Your  Family 
Expenditures.     The  circular  is  "brief  and  to  the  point,  but  it  contains  the 
essentials  to  successful  budget  keeping. 


JllULJLJ. 


ynnfWW 


'ORMATjO^-- 


p-3 


PRIMER  FOR  TOWN  FARMERS. 


(HOT  FOR  PUBLIC 


RECEIVE  f 

*DEC?  1  1927  *  j 

Thurs. ,Dec.  29, 
u.  8.  Separtaeat  of  Agricniturt 
;TION) 


ANNOUNCEMENT  ;  We're  going  to  give  the  fur  expert  a  hearing  today.     It's  his 
turn.    Anyhow,  he  has  an  interesting  story  to  tell.  He's  going  to  show  you 
how  certain  unreliable  salesmen  sell  ordinary  muskrat  for  Russian  otter  and 

the  rather  humble  rabbit  for        But  let  the  expert  tell  it.     Today's  talk  comes 

as  the  regular  Thursday  Primer  for  Town  Fanners  chat,  prepared  by  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 


 ooOoo  


Permit  me  to  tell  you  a  little  story  a  story  about  my  friend  Frank  B. 

Preston,  the  big  feed  and  produce  man.    Frank  won't  mind. 

I  v/as  walking  down  the  street  yesterday  morning  along  with  about  100 
other  business  men  of  our  town.    We  were  all  going  to  work. 

Well,  it  was  a  fine  morning  and  I  had  half  an  hour,  so  I  was  taking  it 
easy.     Strolling  along,  feeling  cheerful  and  full  of  pep.    As  I  remember, 

I  was  outlining  the  good  resolutions  I  plan  to  make  for  New  Year's. 

"Nov/,  for  one  thing,  I'm  going  to  help  Sonny  with  his  arithmetic  if 

the  teacher  doesn't  find  out",  I  said  softly  to  myself, 

"And  then  I've  got  to  resolve  to  take  more  exercise",  I  said  as  I  loosen- 
ed my  belt  a  notch.  "And  go  to  church  oftener.     Oh,  yes         and  not  raise  such 

a  howl  when  my  wife  wants  me  to  go  to  concerts  with  her". 

Guess  I  must  have  said  the  last  out  loud,  because  just  then  I  heard  some 
one  say  hello  and  I  felt  a  healthy  slap  on  my  back.     I  turned  and  saw  Frank 
Preston, 

"Why, hello ,  Preston",  I  said.  "How  is  everything  going?" 

"Fine  fine",  said  Frank  with  his  usual  optimism.     "By  the  way,  we  want 

to  see  you  out  to  the  symphony  orchestra  concert  tonight.    Bring  your  wife", 

"why,  I'm  sorry,  but  I'm  afraid  I  can't  make  it  tonight",  I  mumbled. 

Preston  laughed  and  I  had  a  guilty  feeling. 

"Oh,  well,  let  it  pass", -he  said.     ,j3y  the  way,  did  I  tell  you  about  that 
fur  coat  I  gave  my  wife  last  winter?     I  know  that  you  know _  about  such  things, 
so  "J  wanted  to  talk  to  you  about  it. 

"Well",  Preston  continued,  "suddenly     it  occurred  to  me  that  Ruth  had 
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■been  a  mighty  good  wife.  She  knows  how  to  fry  chicken  just  the  way  I  like  it. 
Keeps  the  house  in  good  order.  Makes  a  lot  of  good  friends  for  me.  You  know 
how  it  is  " 

I  told  Frank  that  such  things  are  hard  to  explain  but  that  I  understood 
him  perfectly. 

"That's  it         hard  to  put  into  words.    Anyway,     I  dropped  into  a  store  and 

asked  the  man  to  show  me  a  good  fur  coat.  Told  him  I  was  making  a  little  pre- 
sent and  that  I  wanted  something  good.  He  smiled  and  asked  what  size.  I  told 
him  about  what  size  I  wanted  and  he  showed  me  a  coat  that  looked  like  a  pretty 
good  article.     Two  hundred  twenty-five  was  the  price. 

11 1  bought  the  coat  and  took  it  home  in  a  long  box. 

"Yihcn  I  got  there,  Ruth  was  fixing  some  flowers  in  the  living  'room.  She 
noticed  the  box  and  said  immediately:   'Oh,   I  was  wanting  you  to  buy  a  new  suit, 
Frank.    That  one  you're  wearing  isn't  what  it  used  to  be.    ''.hat  color  is  the 
new  one,  brown  as  usual?' 

"Black",  said  I.     "Here,   let's  open  the  box  and  see  how  you  like  it.  You 
see  I  wanted  to  surprise  her." 

I  nodded  understanding^' .     "'.'omen  like  surprises",  said  I. 

"Well,  we  opened  the  box  and  laid  back  the  paper  wrappings  on  the  inside. 
Ruth  gasped.   'A  fur  coat  I  she  said,  surprised.  'How  did  you  know  that  I  like 
men  in  fur  coats?1     You  see  she  didn't  know,  even  then,  it  was  for  her.  She's 
the  most  unselfish  woman  I  ever  knew", 

"How  about  my  wife?"  I  put  in. 

"Of  course  you1  d    say  that",  said  Frank.     Then  he  went  on  with  his  story. 

"I  took  the  coat  out  and  held  it  up.     It  really  was  mighty  good  looking. 

'It's  for  you',  I  said.   'For  me!'  Ruth  gasped.  Then  she  gave  me  a  big  hug  that 

was  worth  the  whole  two  hundred  ard  twenty-five  and  immediately  put  it  on.  It 
fit  her  as  if  it  was  made  for  her. 

'Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars'   said  I  impressively. 

'But  can  wc  afford  it?'  Ruth  asked. 

'That's  not  much  for  an  Arctic  Seal  coat'  said  I,  remembering  what  the 
salesman  told  me.    Well,  to  make  a  long  story  short,  Ruth  wore  the  coat  every- 
where at  first.     Then  it  got  to  looking  a  bit  shabby  and  she  didn't  wear  it  so 
often.    The  coat  seemed  to  wear  out  too  fast.     Didn't  hold  its  color  either. 
I  beg,?.n  to  suspect  that  it  wasn't     such  a  good  fur  coat  after  all.     That's  what 
I  wanted  to  ask  you  about". 
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"The  coat  probably  isn't  genuine  seal,"  said  I.  "Might  be  rabbit.  The 
salesman  night  have  ho rns« cggled  you  into  buying  what  you  thought  was  seal.  It's 
often  done  and  you're  not  the  first.". 

That  brought  Preston  up  with  a  jerk.     "Can't  we  know  when  we' re  getting  the 
genuine  article  when  we  buy  furs?"  he  asked. 

"Certainly",  I  replied,  "if  you  know  furs". 

Just  then  we  oasced  a  fur  store.  "Let's  stop  here  a  minute  or  two",  said 
I,  "and  I'll  give  you  a  little  lesson.     Do  you  see  that  fur  labeled  Alaskan 
sable?    Well,  the  chances  are  that  it's  nothing  but  dark  raccoon  pelts.  I  can  see 
it  from  here.    And  that  American  seal    is  just  plain  rabbit.    Maybe  not  plain 
rabbit*.    It's  really  rabbit  skin  plucked  and  dyed.    And  take  that  brown  beaver 
over  there  in  the  corner.    That  looks  like  a  special  sheared  and  dyed  rabbit 
too". 

"How  can  you  tell?"  Frank  wanted  to  know. 

"How  do  you  tell  one  kind  of  potatoes  from  another  kind?"  I  countered. 
"You're  in  the  produce  business  and  it's  your  business  to  know  good  produce, 
isn't  it?    You  can  tell  first  eggs  from  stale  eggs  without  tasting  them,  can' t 
you.     Well,  it's  my  business  to  know  genuine  furs  from  the  imitations  when  I 
see  them. 

"Most  folks  couldn't  tell  genuine  fur  on  the  live  animal,  so  how  can  they 
expect  to  identify  furs  when  they're  fixed  up  in  a  coat  or  neck  piece?  There 
are  scores  of  different  kinds  of  furs.     All  fur  dealers  know  this.    And  they 
also  know  that  the  general  public  is  ignorant  of  quality  in  furs.     So,  many 
dealers  misname  furs,  over-price  them,  and  sell  one  thing  for  another. 

"Take  the  matter  of  misnaming  furs.     It  began  honestly  enough.  Certain 
dealers  wanted  to  distinguish  their  furs  from  those  sold    by  other  merchants. 
So  they  gave  their  furs  certain  trade  names.     In  the  hands  of  honest  dealers, 
this  was  honest  business.     It's  the  aim  of  every  fur  manufacturer  and  dyer  to 
produce  an  article  that  will  have  a  vpaue.  '.'.hen  this  article  is  produced,  it 
is  given  a  t rade  name .     This  identifies  the  fur  in  case  it  becomes  popular.  In 
the  past  few  years,  rabbit,  sheared  and  dyed  to  resemble  more  expensive  furs,  has 
appeared  under  a  score  of  trade  names.     Mendoia  beaver,  near  seal,  French  sabl^, 
Srmileine ,  electric  seal,  bay  s^al,  -polar  seal,  .-.rctic  seal,  northern  seal,  and 
Baltic  seal,  ar_  a  few  of  these  names.    As  long  as  the  public  knows  that  these 
names  mean  rabb i t ,  or  knows  just  what  tho  j  trade  names  do  mean,  there's  no 
danger  of  deception.     Ho  one  is  fooled  by  the  trade  name,  Hear  Silk,  or  "ear  Beer. 
But  some  dealers  sell  the  fur  under  a  trade  name  and  don't  take  care  to  tell 
their  customers  just  what  kind  of  fur  it  is  they  are  buying.     That's  probably 
what  happened  to  you. 

"Then  there's  the  class  of  buyers  who  apparently  like  to  be  fooled",  I 
continued.    "Most  dealers  want  to  give  their  public  what  it  wants.    To  the  buyers 
who  purchases  for  name  and  price,    DUALITY  doesn't  count  as  it  should.     It's  easy 
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to  bo  dazzled  by  a  high-sounding  name,  you  know.     Some  women  won't  even  look  at 
a  garment  honestly  labeled  rabb it  and  selling  for  from  $75  to  vp2G0.    But  call 
it  Q-ce-lot  or  French  Seal    and  they'll  buy  at  an  advar.ee  in  price.     The  dealer 
v/ho  takes  advantage  of  this  human  frailty  makes  the  excuse  that  he  makes  both 
customer  and  himself  happy.    There's  no  justification  for  misrepresentation  of 
furs  by  dishonest  dealers.    Gat  and  rabbit  will  year    like  cat  and  rabbit,  under 
any  trade  name.     Imitation  furs  almost  always  are  inferior  to  the  real  article. 
The  retailer  who  misnames  his  furs  so  that  he'll  sell  more  furs  and  thus  get 
bigger  profits,  isn't  honest.     He  wants  to  fool  the  suckers    and  make  them  feel 
that  he  has  a  reputation  for  dealing  in  goods  of  better  quality  than  he  sells 
in  reality.     Such  a  merchant  could  sell  to  the  average  buyer  a  -pointed  fox  like 
that  one  there  in  the  window,  for  a  genuine  silver  fox.    He'd  sell  Ring  marten 
for  Russian  sable —  or  rabbit  for  Baltic  fox — -  muskrat  for  Hudson  seal —  or 
ring-tailed  cat    for  California  mink.  Lav/  suits  have  come  out  of  such  misrep- 
resentation. 

"You  know",  I  went  on,  "that  often  common  and  cheap  furs  are  prepared  so 
that  they  resemble  rare  and  costly  articles.     It  takes  years  of  training  and 
experience  to  learn  how  to  judge  furs.     Even  the  experts  are  fooled  sometimes. 
The  average  customer  is  not  in  a  position  to  learn  how  to  judge  furs.  He's 
generally  too  busy  with  a  thousand  other  things  to  bother  about  learning  the 
differences  between  the  varieties  of  seal". 

"Then  what  are  we  going  to  do  about  it?!:  Preston  asked. 

"The  safest  thing  to  do  is  to  buy  furs  only  from  dealers  who  can  be  trust- 
ed both  for  their  knowledge  of  furs  and  their  business  integrity. 

"The  fur  trade  itself  is  waking  up  to  the  danger  in  misnaming  furs.  We 
can  expect  some  reforms  along  that  line  in  the  near  future.     Something  must  be 
done  to  discourage  the  dishonest  dealer  who  chronically  deceives.     The  United 
States  has  no  drastic  laws  governing  this  matter,  but  the  misnaming  of  furs  is 
being  seriously  considered  by  trade  associations.    The  Better  Business  Bureaus  of 
the  advertising  clubs  have  sent  out  to  dealers  and  closely  related  interests 
lists  of  the  trade  names  and  the  real  names  of  furs.  Also,  the  National  Assoc- 
iation of  the  Fur  Industry .cooperating  with  the  Biological  Survey  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  has  issued  a  "Dictionary  of  Pur  Names"  to 
try  to  set  people  straight.     If  you  will  write  the  Association  at  New  York  City 
they  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  booklet  free.     I'm  personally  rather  hopeful 
that  there  won't  be  so  much  deception  in  the  near  future  as  there  unfortunately 
is  to-day" . 

be  turned  from  the  shop  window  and  started  toward  out  offices. 

"Meanwhile",  said  Preston,  "I'm  going  to  get  my  wife  another  fur  coat. 
And  I'm  going  to  take  you  along  when  I  buy  it". 

 00O00  

ANNDJUNGEMENT :  The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  is  doing  valuable  work 
along  the  fur  line.     You  can  get  information  on  its  studies  by  writing  for 
its  publications  dealing  with  fur  animals. 


